Yorite? Here's a short history of popular greetings
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s you will know if you've been
avound these parts for any length
of time, a peetty noemsd thing to
if you bump into a friend on
The Walk in Norwich on a Ssurday
morning is "Yorite?".

If you're feoding particulady relaxed
and expansive, you might actually use the
full form of the greeting, whieh Is of
courss “Aryorie?.

People from other parts of the world can
somelimes bo a bit puzzled by this
“warite™ of noirx renlvine thar unll ves
they are alright, but why are we asking?
Dan't they Jook very well? The point &
that, when we use our local salutatson
“Yorite?™ ke this, we are not really asking
il someone s actually alright or not. We
do nat expect o reply along the lines of
“Well, since you sk 'm not peally eeling
too good at the moment and ['ve just been
10 the doctor's™,

Over the decades, the phrase has lost its
rale as 2 question and turned into a rela-
tively rituadised greeting formula. Most
languages hive ritual greeting foemulkas
Tikoe this, Norweglan “Motn®™ originally
meant ‘moening’, but now it means hello’
atany time of the day

“Hiya!" also has the same kind of

W Aryorde”: T'be refaxed Nosalk way ol greeling old riends.

history [t was originally the genuine
enquiry “How are you?” Dver the years it
bas lust its function as o question. and
bocame shortenad and reduced as well.
This = 6 oommeon process - when you s
"Bye! to someone, you are using a
mduoad form of “God be with ye™,

The greeting English people trodition
ully use when being introduced to some
one they don't Know - “How do vou do!™ -
nlso started life as a genuine query; but
o 10 Jonger i,

Once apain, the correct response (o
“How do you dol™ 1s not “well I'm a hit
under the weather right now™ but “How do
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vou do!”. You answer what books Like a
questyon, but =0t with samething which
alen looks ke 2 question, but isn't. And |
think 1t's correct to write it with an oxcla-
matbon mark rather than & questbon mark.

"How do you do?" was simply the alder
coumterpart of what In modern English
would be “How are you dotng®’

Using -Ing forms like doing and going
has become much more common over the
last couple of hundred years in the
English language,

When we would now say “1s the Ketihe
bolling?", my Granny used to ask “Do the
Kittle bide?™



