Look at Bunyan, Defoe and Coleridge- that'll learn you

William was “a master of

English™; and he is “widely rogardod as
the groatest writer in the history of the

Englz . Soit's interesting for
m‘ﬁ:m Suffolk and
Cambridgmshire to look at his English

mboknubmhnminomdhhmt
famous As Yoa Like It, whero
Rna.l.ing';yy,;: “You must not learn ma
how to remember”, He has a similar usage
in Tha Tempest, where Caliban dedares:
“The red-plgee rid you for learning me
Ihnguage™. And in Trogles and
ressida, Ajax commands: “Learn me the

oo’
This is interesting for us because, these
days, if a Norfolk dualect speaker uses the
verb Jarn in this way, they are hkely to be
told that it s ‘wrong”. No¢ “learn me how
to remember”, schooltcachaers might
instruce, but “TEACH me how to remem-
ber”. Publishars and editors will say the
same thing it's ‘wrong’ to write about
Now it's obviously true that learn is
Standar Englsh. Bt what exacily

t what exactly is
wrong about :? Scme people argoe
that it's wrong since you are muddling

B According to older forms of English, these pupitls might say: "Loam me some facts™ PooePA

up two difforunt concepits.

But in Norwugian the verb “a lawe”™
maans both to learn and to wach. The
same situation oocurs in many other

hwmdmbﬁ confused. Nor
do we in Norfolk, or ﬁu)ochnr
dialect armes where learn is wse in this
In;.:)oucnnhnmmchingfmmwm

omumlmm SOMR-
thing. grammar makes it whaz is
maant

In our dialect we preserve an oldar form
of the English language, where teach just
mimnt ‘to demonstrate’: teach has the
same hastorical root as the modern
Cerman verh azigen ‘to show”. The curment

situation in Standard Englsh, where you

can coly kearn something FROM some.
body and you have to TEACH somcbody
mnthiné.o;‘smhﬁ\éynm
John Bunyan, the author of Pilgrim's
m.m:&hmm@am
me to speak”. [n Robinson Crusce, Danicl
Defoe used the ¢ “having learnad
S
¥ s ime
dzboAngmMnﬁm:mﬁndthe
sentence: “They kearn us to associase a
koen and doep Soching with all the good old
P Noviolk, mny pocpls il by
ares ;
to follow Shakespoare and idge an
usa good ald phrases like “that'll karn
‘em”.




